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In a recent poll, 67% of educators said time and coverage
pressure derail inquiry more than anything else.

The good news? You can create space for inquiry, without
burning out.
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This came up in
a recent poll…



Reframe “Coverage”
as Conceptual Depth

Stop trying to “get through everything.”
Start by anchoring each unit in 2–4 big
understandings or transfer goals.
Let those guide what’s worth teaching deeply.

✅ Guiding questions and generalizations help you
focus, without limiting curiosity.
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Don’t plan around tasks, plan around what you
want students to understand, know, and do
5 strong understandings are enough per unit
Let those drive your content, not the textbook

✅ Less content. Better thinking. 
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Start with Conceptual
Clarity
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Not everything deserves equal time. We often
teach more than students can remember.

Bundle standards around an essential question
Delete or delegate trivia that won’t resurface

🛑 If everything is “essential,” nothing is. Start a
do-not-teach list.
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Ruthlessly Trim
“Coverage”
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Predictability creates space for deeper thinking.
Try:

Visible thinking routines
Practicing how to use tools
Teaching students how to switch gears
smoothly

✅ Routine isn’t the enemy of inquiry; it’s what
gives students the confidence to take intellectual
risks.
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Make Routines Work
for You
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